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October 25, 2020 
Matthew 27:45-56; Romans 6:4 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Gracious God, you have defeated sin and conquered death through the resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ. We recognize that without the Cross, we would have no reason to live; we would have 
no hope. Thank you, Father, for giving us hope! We do not know what it was like to watch your Son 
die, but we know you endured it because of your great love for us. We are full of gratitude and 
worship. Amen. 

BREAKING THE ICE: 
• What did you agree or disagree with in the sermon this week? 
• When you think of a funeral, what are the rituals of your family during the mourning? 

WRESTLING WITH THE WORD:  1

In response to Jesus’ death and resurrection, the dead were the first to respond and know of the 
miracle. Scholars believe that this ‘Arising’ was a foreshadowing of the resurrection of the dead at 
the second coming. Read this miracle in Matthew 27:45-56. 

• What are your initial thoughts on this passage? 
• V. 46 quotes Psalm 22 and is very powerful. What is the significance of this for Jesus? For you? 
• What do you believe about the supernatural events in this passage? Why are they there and 

what is the importance? 
• What is the importance of the centurion’s response? 
• What do you think is going on in vs. 52-53? What does this mean? 

TO GO DEEPER: 
• What do you struggle with about Jesus’ death and resurrection? 
• The resurrection of the Dead is an often used big theological term. What does it mean to you? 
• How do you explain the necessity of Jesus’ death to a nonbeliever? 
• How have you tried to guard against God breaking through in your life? Why? What happened? 

MORE TO PONDER: 
Thomas wanted to see for himself. Paul, when giving witness to the Church at Corinth used his 
own experience of the living Christ as proof of the reality of the resurrection. We can 
understand the desire for that once-and-for-all physical proof that Jesus is alive and in our 
midst. When our dreams are cruelly crushed, as were those that Thomas had, we too begin to 
wonder, can we really trust Jesus and his promise to never forsake us? Or, are we on our own? 
Two thousand years of history tell us, “Yes, we can trust him,” and, “No, we are never alone.” 
God has granted the gift of long life to me and while I have never put my hands in the wounds 
of Jesus, I am more confident than ever that God is with me and that the testimony of the early 
church is trustworthy. “I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). That is enough 
for me. How about you? 

---Rueben P. Job, When You Pray 

• What strikes you about this passage? 
• When do you struggle most with the concept of the resurrection? What helps strengthen your 

faith? 
• Of all of the responses to the resurrection (Thomas, Mary Magdalene, Peter, etc.) which 

person do you identify with? Why? 

 Adapted from The Serendipity Bible (Zondervan: Grand Rapids, 1998) & with gratitude to GPS by the Church of the Resurrection.1



PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: 
God, on that bitter day in the garden when sin entered into the world, you began writing a story of 
redemption. You so desired to be in relationship with us that you set a plan in motion that would 
require the death of your only Son. How beautiful. But, the story did not end there. In order for our 
redemption to be made complete, life had to triumph over sin and death. Today we celebrate that 
triumph, the new life we received because Jesus came alive! You raised him from the dead and now 
we are restored. How we thank you, God! We are so eager for the day when we will see you face to 
face and all will be as it was meant to be in the garden. Our hearts are full of hope and anticipation! 
Amen. 


